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Another style, known as the mercurial pen-
dulum, has but one rod, but the weight con-
sists of a cup containing mercury. As the
rod lengthens, the mercury expands upward,
and as the rod shortens, the mercury contracts
downward, thus preserving the length of the
pendulum. See CLOCK,

PENEL'OPE, in Greek mythology, the
wife of Ulysses. Shortly after the birth of
his son Telemachus, Ulysses went with his
countrymen to war against Troy. During the
twenty years of his absence Penelope was
besieged by suitors, who tried to make her
believe that Ulysses was dead. She at-
tempted to rid herself of them by promising
them that she would choose one of them as
soon as she had finished a piece of tapestry
which she was weaving. Each night, how-
ever, she raveled what she had done during
the day. When her suitors became aware of
this ruse they grew more clamorous, and Pen-
elope then promised that she would marry
any one of them who on a certain day should
bend the bow of Ulysses, knowing well that
none of them was strong enough to do this.
When the day of the trial came, an aged
beggar who had made his way to the palace
entered with the suitors and, after they had
all tried, took the bow and bent it easily. He
then threw off his disguise, showed himself
as Ulysses and put the suitors to death.

PENQ-UIN, pen'gww, a queer-looking bird
of the Antarctic region, having a ducklike
body and varying in size, according to species,
from eighteen inches to three feet. The
wings, which are short and covered with
scalelike feathers, are useless for flight. On
shore the penguins are awkward birds; they
walk queerly about on their short legs or
crawl over the ice and snow with the aid of
their wings; in the water, however, they are
graceful, rapid swimmers, using their wings
as paddles.

They are protected from the intense cold
by a layer of fat under the skin. They live
and breed in colonies, and the male and fe-
male share the labor of incubation. Usu-
ally on?e egg is laid, and this the bird holds
between the thighs until it is hatched, Of the
fifteen species, the king penguins are the
largest. Silvery-white breasts, blue-gray
backs and wings, black heads and yellow
throats.give these birds a striking appear-
ance. When Amundsen, the Antarctic ex-
plorer, reached the South Pole the penguins
there saw taen for the first time. They were

not at all afraid of the newcomers, and even
showed a lively interest in them, intel-
ligently imitating some of their movements.
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PENGUIN

PENIN'SULAR WAR, a seven-years'
struggle in Spain and Portugal between those
countries and France. England aided them
against the inordinate ambition of Napoleon.
After Nelson had destroyed the French fleet
at Trafalgar, Napoleon, fearing an invasion
of the British by way of the Iberian Penin-
sula, subjugated the country and placed
his brother Joseph Bonaparte on the Spanish
throne. The Spanish and Portuguese peoples
rose in defense of their liberties and waged a
fierce guerrilla warfare against the invaders.
Of the memorable struggle which ensued, the
main features were the retreat of Sir John
Moore to Coruria, and Ms death there; the
accession of Sir Arthur Wellesley, after-
wards Duke of Wellington, to the supreme
command; his formation of the celebrated
lines of Torres Vedras, where he held the
French armies in check until he had accom-
plished the complete liberation of Portugal,
and bis subsequent victorious march